AlS Found Upstream of LBT :(

1. Thanks to our AlS shoreline monitors, each section of LBT
was checked twice last summer. Additional surveys by Aquatic
Survey Professionals in high-risk areas also found no
AlS—qgreat news!

2. With zebra mussels now in Big and Little Sand, it's critical to
clean all watercraft and gear (kayaks, skis, fishing equipment,
etc.) before returning to LBT. Nearby lakes like Long Lake, Big
Mantrap, and Leech Lake also have various AlS.

3. Watch for Curly Leaf Pondweed—it grows earlier than
native plants, can take over, and form thick surface mats that
Interfere with shoreline activities.

4. If you see anything that you suspect might be AlS, putitin a
zip lock bag with water and contact Andrea Dutcher
(ajd3@cornell.edu or 607-227-5931). She will come to your
shore and try to identify it. If you would like a mini-seminar on
identifying AlS, Andrea will be happy to give you one on your
dock. It's a fun activity for your children and grandchildren.

5. We need more volunteers since some long time shoreline
monitors retired this year. Andrea will train you and go out on
the water with you for your first inspections. LBTA provides all
equipment, except a boat.

Local Lakes

To learn more, visit 'Lake Health' on www.lakebelletaine.org

How your donations help combat AlS

Through your generosity the board has agreed to fund inspections at the Belle Taine and
Shallow Lake accesses at $21,546 which is similar to last year. The county created
additional staffing shifts that now allows us to provide 10 hours of coverage (8am-6pm)
which are the busiest hours of entry every day from the opening day of fishing in May
through Labor Day.

In 2025 at the Belle Taine Access (1236 inspection hours):
3301

383 (20%) of the boats inspected identified as entering from infested waters.

watercraft inspected (1899 entering, 1364 exiting) — the highest single lake
inspections in the county - the next highest had 1870 boats entering.

Shallow Lake Access (276 inspection hours):
271/ watercraft inspected (123 entering, 94 exiting).

/3 (19%) of the boats inspected identified as entering from infested waters.
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2025 Holiday

Annual Meeting

Join your neighbors at Bethany Lutheran Church on June 20th at 9:30am (doors open at
9) and learn about the important tasks the board has focused on over the last year,
primarily from membership donations received from each of you! The board will present
on the work being done to fight AlS, hear water level concerns and they will also give
loon education to assist in keeping our lake healthy, beautiful and fun for all to enjoy. A
picnic will follow at the Muskie Pavilion. Hamburgers and Brats will be provided. Please
bring a dish to pass.

Loon Arrival: Minnesota has about 12,000 loons. On Lake
Belle Taine, we usually see 13—14 nesting pairs plus a few
singles. They return right after ice-out, often gathering on
nearby open water first, and then settle back into the
same nesting areas since they're very territorial.

Loon Diet: Loons are strong divers due to their solid
bones and rear-positioned feet. They mainly eat fish
during breeding season, but also crayfish, frogs, leeches,
and snalils. They use small pebbles to help with digestion.

Be Loon Aware!
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Wondering what the Lake Level is?

Lake levels are reported frequently on the LBTA website: look for ‘real time info'. It can
help you make decisions if your boat lift needs to be pushed out or pulled in. We also
have measurements through the new culvert into Muskie Bay that is 14" wide and 14" tall.
The lake elevation as of March 16th is 1425.34 that results in a depth in the culvert of 6 -
6° and a clearance of 7' - 6”. The lake is up 6.5” since 12/4/25.

Dinner

-

On December 13, 20+ LBTA members gathered at Tavern
203 in Nevis for food and conversation—thanks to the staff
for great appetizers and to Steve and Jo Walker for the
Lake Belle Taine wood cutout surprise.

Another Happy Hour and optional dinner are planned this
spring; details coming soon and all members are welcome.

Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup

LBTA adopted a section of Hwy 34 in 1995 as part of the MN Dept. of Transportation
program. We have committed to picking up litter on both sides of the highway in a 1.5
mile section near Nevis. We thank Arnie Kuhn for organizing the cleanup project for
several years. Our new leaders are Tom and Patty Picha. The 2026 highway cleanup will
be held on a Saturday morning in May with a specific date TBD. Several Board of
Directors will be there, but we need more volunteers to efficiently complete the task.
Please contact Tom Picha at tompicha3@gmail.com if you are willing to help.



